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A STATUS REPORT

Tropical rain forests are home to more than half the world’s 10 million species|
of plants and animals. They generate an estimated 20 percent of the world’s
oxygen. Many of our foods and medicines have their origin in rain forests.
Why does man insist on destroying them?

What are they?

Why should we care?

The diverse plant and animal lite in rain forests offers many benelits to man. These species are highly
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- deforestation has occurred over the last 45 years 40-50 million -
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B Vincristine: From Madagascar periwinkle, Anli-cancer drug fights leukemia and is a primary
treaiment for Hodgkin's disease

B Also. the venom of hundreds of different spiders is being investigated for % l
possible medicinal uses ., ;

Indigenous people:

Rain foresls are home lo thousands of indigenous people. They rely on the
forest for food and shelter When rain forests are destroyed. human diversity is
diminished. Vast stores of knowledge ol the uses of rain forest plants and
animals are lost when tribal societies vanish

Other reasons: -
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Other: / / / Under the canopy. Life
Other reasons include | inside the rain forest.
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*When good forest management is pracliced. limber s a proauct from which the lecal community can make a living without destroying the rain forast Staff research/BILL McDONALD  Staff graphic/ ANDY DORSETT



